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The Witch and We, The People
Democracy is the government of the people and by the people. This famous quote by Abraham Lincoln depicts that the word people represents all of humanity. It does not discriminate or favor any particular group or individual. However, in reality, this quote is not always the case. This is so because there are times when it is not applied to everyone and more, especially those deemed society’s outcast. This kind of circumstance is portrayed in Edmund S. Morgan’s The Witch and We, The People. Morgan shows how democracy is the law that was going to make justice flourish for everyone. He also gives a history that raised the United States' need to have a constitution of its own and emphasized the citizen's enlightenment needs.
The article displays the situations that took part during the time that the United States of America's constitution was still in its initial creation stage. In 1787, America got to the climax of their enlightenment, for they were in the constitution drafting process. A number of people coming from different states in America went to Philadelphia to attend a convention that would lead to a framework that was to guide the country in its future endeavors. Morgan argues that too much democracy can be harmful or dangerous at times. And that people are constantly likely to be misled.
These people, together with their different beliefs and interests in mind, consorted among each other in creating the U.S constitution. This is a milestone that symbolized the pursuit of the country in holding its values, including democracy, equality as well as freedom. Withal, in the same city of Philadelphia, another event took place and stood for the exact contrast of what the people in the convention were trying to set up (Morgan, n. d). Morgan presents democracy’s ugly side in the events that took part the same day as the constitution-making. He showed the need for the United States to have its constitution. This was the law to make justice flourish across every person.
Korbmacher, also known as the basket maker, was facing persecution under the said accusation that she was a witch. In that period, witchcraft had been pronounced illegal, and witches were handled by people. The people were using outdated methods in which identification. They used methods including trials with water where they believed if one sink in water, then they were innocent, but if they float, then they are very guilty. The church also no longer did agree with the violent rituals that distinguished the public treatment of a with that were either suspected or convicted. However, there were still some places in Philadelphia where witchcraft or just an idea of it was viewed as evil and should be destroyed, for it remained in their popular memory. Korbmarcher was blamed for superstition acts.  
As a result of this, Korbmarcher went through a number of attacks that were imposed on her by an angry mob. The basket maker was dragged in a number of streets going through the embarrassment and harsh words coming from the people. As if that was not enough, she was violently beaten by the mob till one day it was reported in the newspaper that she had been found dead. With a trial that was carried out on her behalf, some people were found guilty of their mistakes and were punished. Still, the life of Korbmacher, together with the injustice that she signified, has not been well addressed.  This was so because the society presumably assumed that she was taking part in sorcery. She faced blame for the illnesses of both animals and the society in the region.
In his article, Edmund emphasizes the irony in the idea of democracy and the harmful effect that it could cause, be it that the people were not ready for it. Notably, he was able to portray the contradicting events that were taking place in Philadelphia at that time. Classifications of people took part in a Constitutional Convection, coming up with ways to stem democracy in the country. Contrastingly, the same city's precise position was indulging in acts of violence that were the exact opposite of the negotiations ideal of the people at the convention. Morgan called attention to the democracy antithesis through the people’s savageness towards the woman that was accused of practicing witchcraft. He argued that awareness had not reached its climax in the constitution drafting, and it certainly had a long way to go still.  
As much as it was the age of enlightenment, people were still steeped in preconceptions regarding witchcraft. Besides, a crime viewed as being of the ugly kind made its appearance in the city during the convention time, where 55 distinguished Americans were contriving the constitution most crucial provisions because law and order were threatened (Morgan n.d). The story’s point is that witchcraft is not anymore prosecuted despite the fear in people's minds. That is why methods, including trial by water and the cutting on the forehead, were used. The woman was suspected of the fourth disease. Realizing that she will be victimized, she runs to the authorities. Unfortunately, the rage of the people overwhelms her, and she dies eight days later.
The woman was clearly blamed for superstitions that should have never occurred in a civilized society. The story portrays the need for the constitution to enlightening society as well. Also, the author puts emphasis on how the innocent suffer without the two. That display of democracy was not only wrong but also unsafe for life. Morgan’s article enables us to view democracy in a different manner. Democracy is an effective way that the general will of the people should be implemented. However, due to importance as well as consideration, it is not given to people that are not included in the majority. 
This is evident in the accused woman’s case for the maltreatment she was suffering from was not well-taken care of. The newspaper even referred to her as the woman, not caring about her name. It depicts that she was not of much importance compared to the Constitutional Convention that was taking place. Even so, this incident would have served as a warning to the constitution drafters for them to scrutinize if excess freedom, according to the author, is actually suitable for the people. The story is simply an example of America's history, which shows just how justice is vital for people to a great extent. However, are people really competent enough in handling what it is that democracy entails?
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